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the importation of German linen2.   The Act of 1745 forbade
the wearing of cambric or French lawn 3.
1	A Letter from a Merchant .  .  . The	Case of the  British and Irish
Manufacture of Linen (1738), 12.
2	Hist. MSS. Comm. Kenyan, 270-271;	Gee, The Trade and Navigation
of Great Britain (ed. 1730), 16.	8 Statutes at Large, vi. 290.
(i) Page 112, note 4
At first the consumption of coal was confined mainly to
smiths and lime-burners, and did not become general for
domestic purposes until the sixteenth century. The prejudice
against coal died hard. As early as 1308 protests were
raised that coal contaminated the atmosphere l. In the last
quarter of the sixteenth century the Company of London
Brewers undertook to burn only wood in the brewhouses in
the vicinity of the palace at Westminster, since Queen
Elizabeth was " annoyed with the taste and smoke of the
sea-coals used in their furnaces " 2. (Sea-coal was apparently
so-called because originally it was gathered on the seashore,
but the term was afterwards applied to coal brought by
sea ; and a place where it was sold in London still preserves
the name of Sea Coal Lane.) In the reign of Elizabeth's
successor, who was accustomed to coal in his northern
home, coal became—in the words of a contemporary—" the
general fuel of this Britain Island, used in the houses of the
nobility, clergy and gentry in London and in all the other
cities and shires of the kingdom " 3. It was said of Pembroke-
shire in 1603 that coal "is so necessary as without it the
country would be in great distress. [It] serveth most people
and especially the chief towns " *. Yet as late as 1684, in a
letter to his wife the writer remarked : " This is but like
the rest of your malice ... in sitting in an outer room to
entertain company by a coal fire, as if I refused you
wood"6.
The progress of the coal trade under Elizabeth and the
Early Stuarts is reflected in the statistics of shipments of
coal at Newcastle. Near the beginning of Elizabeth's reign
(1564) they totalled 32,951 tons ; while towards the end
(1598) they mounted to 162,552 tons 6. Under James I.
(1609) they reached 214,305 tons7; and under Charles I.

